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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN

Welcome to ‘Showstoppers 2. This is VAMPS second production of the very
successful format inspired by the BBC’s popular television show starring Gary Wilmot.
Once again we have managed to persuade lan Worsfold, Alana Thackray and Jan
Webber to take on their familiar roles of Director, Musical Director and
Choreographer, respectively. Every member of the cast has worked extremely hard in

rehearsals over the past few months, and look forward to entertaining you to the best of

their ability. I for one, am very proud of them all and am honoured to be part of the
company. While you relax in your seats and enjoy the performance, I would ask you to
take a moment to consider the commitment required from these people, ordinary
people, who manage to find the time in their busy lives to spend many hours a week
practising their craft, until it is polished enough to present to you, the ticket buying
public. We at VAMPS, although amateurs, are dedicated to providing you with the
most professionally presented theatre experience, outside of the west end, (at a fraction
of the cost), that we possibly can. I hope you will agree that when you consider the
production costs involved with a show of this calibre, you have indeed had value for
money. For the last few years it has been noticed that every new VAMPS production
gets bigger and better, and this is largely due to the support and encouragement we
received from you our patrons. Indeed, I intend this trend to continue into the future,
stay with us you will be amazed.

I have the greatest of pleasure in announcing that next Aprils presentation will be
VAMPS production of Lionel Bart’s ‘Oliver!”. We are presently inviting people to
audition for parts and chorus. For further information call me on 01480 403487.

In the meantime sit back, relax and let us entertain you, and remember, applause is our

only reward, so don’t be afraid to show your appreciation. Also it means that your
hands will be nice and warm when you walk out into the cold air.

Don McKay

Ian Worsfold - Director & Choreographer

Ian has been with us for 13 years during which time he has
played numerous lead roles, his favourites being Nathan Detroit
in ‘Guys & Dolls’ and Bill Snibson in ‘Me & My Girl’. This is
Tan’s second time as Director, his debut being the original
‘Showstoppers’ last year. He also belongs to Old Time Music
Hall, St Neots Players and Stewartby Operatic. His other
interests include skiing, playing the drums, hockey and golf. He
works in the royalties department of Warner Music in London.

Alana Thackray — Musical Director

Alana is celebrating 22 years playing in our orchestra/band. This
is her tenth show as Musical Director. She has appeared in
numerous concerts and shows in Britain and abroad, playing the
trumpet, violin, piano or tenor horn and continues to play for
many local societies when she has the time. She is pleased to
continue her association with VAMPS and would like to say
“thank you” to the band members who have really helped to lift
the show.

Alana is now looking forward to OLIVER! next April.
Jan Webber — Choreographer

Jan, a hairdresser and mum of three girls joined VAMPS for her
first appearance on stage in the ‘Wizard of Oz’, and has been
hooked ever since. She has played Sally Smith in ‘Me and My
Girl’ and Eliza Doolittle in ‘My Fair Lady’ where her tap
lessons have come in handy. Jan also sings with her church
choir and singing group and enjoys working with the children’s
music in Sunday school.

Tan Worsfold

- PRODUCTION |
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A Note About SNADA

VAMPS is a member of St Neots Arts Development Association (SNADA), and is
represented by members of local Arts groups. It’s main aim is to encourage
development of the arts in St Neots, both in terms of facilities and shows.

This page is dedicated to Margaret & Don.

IMPORTANT MESSAGES

All aisles must be kept clear of obstructions.

In the event of an emergency evacuation of the auditorium, please use

the nearest exit or as directed by the front of house staff.

Unauthorised photography is not permitted during the performance.

A bell will be rung five minutes before the start of each act.




DIRECTORS NOTE

“How Do You Follow That?”....

...was a comment made by a member of the cast of Showstoppers as the final
curtain closed on last Novembers show. “Easy” someone replied
“Showstoppers II”. At their next meeting the committee had given
Showstoppers II the green light and I had been given the enviable task of
choosing another selection of my favourite show tunes.

What made Showstoppers such a great success was the overwhelming
enthusiasm and commitment of everyone involved. I am very pleased to say
that this hasn’t ebbed in the slightest.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the production team for all their
support and expertise that have turned my ideas into a grand reality. I would
also like to thank Nicola and Jordi Guitart and Mandy Colthurst who were able
to inspire when Jan and I were suffering from ‘choreographers blank’. To
Alana a big ‘Thank you for the music’ and to Jan a big thank you for being a
constant source of inspiration, support and beer.

Finally, a very big thank you to you the audience for your support, I sincerely
hope that you enjoy the show.

Ian Worsfold

A message from Gary Wilmot ... oo oo

GOOD LUCK TO ALL (COMPANY, BACKSTAGE,
FRONT OF HOUSE - IN FACT EVERYONE!) IN

THE ST NEOTS VAMPS 1998 PRODUCTION OF
‘SHOWSTOPPERS II'.

HAVE FUN - ENJOY.

JICEP ALIT

Bill Berridge

Bill started his entertainment
‘career’ in the 50’s, and is the
longest serving member of Gilbert
& Sullivan. Bill is a member of
the ‘Old Time Musical Hall
Society’ and regularly entertains
children and ‘old folk’. He is a
very enthusiastic and once dined
with the late great Max Miller.

Barbara Boughey

This is Barabara’s first show with
VAMPS. She was previously a
member of ‘The Sherrard Players’
based in South London, with
whom she previously played one
of the Major General’s daughters
in the Pirates of Penzance.
Barbara is a Veterinary Nurse at
the Cambridge Veterinary College
and her hobbies include dog
training and dressmaking. She is
married and has a four year old
son.

Katy Breed

Katy  joined VAMPS  for
‘Showstoppers’ last year and also
appeared in ‘My Fair Lady’. She
works at the ‘Cutting Company’ in
St Neots where she is training to
be a hair stylist. When Katy is not
working or rehearsing, she likes to
go to aerobics and socialise with
her friends.

Shelley Browne

Shelley joined VAMPS in March
and appeared in ‘My Fair Lady’.
She has two children and enjoys
singing, dancing and her new niece
Lydia!

Shelley writes poetry in her spare
time and has had some of her work
published.

Stan Buddery

St Neots’ resident singing driving
instructor Stan joined us for ‘High
Society’ and has been in every
show since. He has a phenomenal
repertoire of show songs as anyone
who has learnt to drive with him
will testify! He lists his interests
as singing Jolson songs, video
camera’s, his  family and
grandchildren.

Marina Coleman-Rivers

Marina has been involved in music
and drama for many years. This is
her third production with VAMPS,
having previously appeared in the
chorus of ‘Me and My Girl’ and
‘Showstoppers’.  She has also
performed in plays and
pantomimes with the St Neots
Players and toured with TMH
Productions.

A lover of all aspects of theatre
arts, Marina is particularly fond of
musicals — her favourite role to
date was that of Crystal in ‘Little
Shop of Horrors’.

Marina is married and has a five
month old son, Blake.

Bill Berridge

Marina Coleman-Rivers

THE CAST
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Advertising

Corporate identity
Direct malil
Exhibition and display graphics
Media planning/buying
Press relations
Sales and corporate literature
Strategic communications planning

Web sites

Cream Ink Limited
3 Greenside Waterbeach Cambridge CB5 9HW
Telephone 01223 864646 Facsimile 01223 864644
E-mail cream.ink@btinternet.com

Nat Coles

Nat joined us for ‘All Clear St
Neots’ and his first principal part
was as Charles the butler in ‘Me
and My Girl’. He is also a member
of the Music Hall Society. He runs
his own motor services company
in Somersham. In his spare time,
he is learning to tap dance and is
also a keen golfer.

Alison Davis

Alison has been performing on
stage for five years. She was
formerly with Hillingdon Musical
Society and Langford St Andrews
Players where she met her husband
Peter. She works as a
telecommunications manager for
DuPont Pharmaceuticals. She finds
that she has no spare time since
giving birth to her first baby,
Jemima in July!

Peter Davis

Peter has been treading the boards
for sixteen years. He previously
belonged to Hillingdon Musical
Society, Silsoe Drama Club and
Tophatters in Luton. He works as
a manager for Alpha Centre Ltd.
and his interests include motor
sport and DIY.

Marian English

Marian has been with VAMPS for
a year and this is her second show.
She works for a local secondary
school as a First Aider Admin
Assistant. She has three grown up
children and four grandchildren.

Marian initiated the VAMPS
workshop which allows existing
members to  improve their
technique and new members to get
involved in the Society.

Glenys Francis

This is Glenys’ twenty-third
production with VAMPS. Her first
show was ‘Oklahoma’ in 1986 and
she has played a number of roles,
including Ellie May Shipley in
‘Showboat’. Her favourite role was
as the wicked Empress of China in
‘Aladdin’ and she also enjoyed
being a can-can dancer in
‘Calamity Jane’. In her spare time,
Glenys likes to play bowls.

Danny Fraser

This is Danny’s second appearance
with VAMPS having performed in
Showstoppers last year.
Unfortunately for VAMPS, Danny
lives in Corby and is not able to
participate as much as we would
hope. He has performed in cabaret
for Pontins and produces shows for
Rockingham Forest Scout area.

[_Aisonows ],
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LIGHT FANTASTIC
LIGHTING CENTRE

MASSIVE RANGE OF LIGHTS & ACCESSORIES

Choose from Stock/Catalogue
Retail, Trade & Contract Enquiries

12 Cambridge Street,
St. Neots, Cambridgeshire
(01480) 407872

10% Discount on any purchase
with this advert before 31*" January 1999

%nl%ong Ca/ed Cam

Car \Szz/ed S jund/oorfaﬁon e \Sjem/icing

Uit 2

Sycamore Farm Industrial Eitate
Somersham

Cambs
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Ll 01487 740990

Mike Gee

Mike is into his third show with
VAMPS, but has been involved in
musical theatre, on and off, since
1960. As a past member of the
Bedford Marionettes, he has
performed in ten or more musicals
plus pantomimes. Mike works for
a packaging group in Sandy. His
hobbies include collecting original
show soundtracks, cartooning,
painting and golf.

Joanne Goodwin

This is Joanne’s first show with
VAMPS having previously been a
member of P.A.D.S. some years
ago. Married with 2 children,
Joanne’s hobbies include tap
dancing and meeting new people.
She also helps out at her
daughters’ playgroup when time
allows.

Lia Gray

Lia’s first role with VAMPS was
in 1996 as prompt for ‘High
Society’ — which is ironic really as
‘prompt’ isn’t a word that you
would normally associate with her!
Once bitten by the VAMPS bug,
she went on to become a ‘jitterbug’
and a munchkin farmer in ‘The
Wizard Of Oz’ — after which she
needed a year off to recover!

Lia has returned this year in time
for ‘My Fair Lady’ where the
glamorous role of cockney street
seller sealed her return to the
‘asylum’, as she puts it!

Louisa Hewitt

Louisa has been a member of the

society for 12 years, in which time

she has appeared in most of the

productions. Her favourite part
was the wicked witch of the west
in ‘The Wizard of Oz’. Married
with two daughters, Louisa
manages the accounts for her
husbands software company. She
has been on the VAMPS

committee for the past three years. |

Her hobbies include yoga and
dressmaking.

Jenny Jackson

Jenny is celebrating her 27" year
with  VAMPS. She has played
many parts including Hodel in
‘Fiddler on the Roof’, Maybel in
‘The Pirates of Penzance’ and May
in the ‘Pajama Game’. Jenny is
also an expert with needle and
thread and has made the costumes
for numerous shows, including
‘Showstoppers II’. In addition to
VAMPS, she belongs to Music
Hall Society and St Mary’s Follies.
Jenny works for Social Services as
a care assistant.

Ian Jackson

Jan has been with us since 1987,

before which he belonged to the St |

Neots Players. He has held
numerous lead roles including Prez
in ‘Pajama  Game’, Danny
Gilmartin in ‘Calamity Jane’ and
Parchester in ‘Me and My Girl’.
Tan works as a service manager for
Nichols Institute Diagnostics. He
likes water skiing and is a keen
aviator.

g

| Joanne Goodwin

‘[ LiaGray |
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Registered Charity Number: 1057219

Presents

THE RAIN GARDEN

(Eden 5)
December 3, 4" & 5", 1998

The Priory Centre
Priory Lane
St Neots

Tickets £6.00 & £4.00 will be on sale from the
1=t September 1998 and can be purchased from
the Priory Centre on any Sunday between 2.30
& 5.30pm during rehearsals, or ordered
directly from Peppercorns on 01480 217217.

Peppercorns Performing Arts is a registered charity dedicated to supporting local
young people interested in all aspects of theatre and performing arts. If you would like
more information about our activities, membership, costs, donations & sponsorship
etc, please telephone 01480 217217 for a chat or an info pack.

Peppercorns Performing Arts is a member of SNADA.

Melanie Jones

Mel has been a member of
VAMPS for 2 years and this is her
fourth show. This is also her
second year of serving on the
committee as publicity officer. She
takes singing lessons and tap
dancing classes. She enjoys
playing the piano and going to
musicals and theatres. Her
additional hobbies include DIY
and gardening.

Lynn LaPare

Lynn has been a member of the
society for the past 18 months and
is already involved in VAMPS
being the secretary of the
committee. She is a busy mum of
three and works as a senior
secretary for a firm of architects.
In her spare time she is a keen
golfer.

Lynn is looking forward to her first
solo in Showstoppers.

Don McKay

Don joined VAMPS eighteen
months ago working backstage for
‘The Wizard of Oz’ and ‘Me and
My Girl’. He has also been
involved with various Players
productions. He soon joined the
committee and handled the
publicity for ‘Showstoppers’ and
‘My Fair Lady’, in which he also
performed. Don is the current
chairman of VAMPS. Don is
currently making a film with
‘Channel 7’ in which he plays a
Detective Inspector. He lists his
hobbies as fishing, painting and

studying the architecture of local
hostelries!

Sam McKay

This is Sam’s third show with
VAMPS. She attends Longsands
College where she particularly
enjoys drama and art. She has
recently auditioned for a part in the
St Neots Players forthcoming
production of Cinderella. She is
looking forward to  singing
‘Consider Yourself” in today’s
performance.

Peggy Maggs

Peggy has been seen on stage with
VAMPS and the Music Hall
Society for 20 years. Prior to this
she was involved in straight acting
roles for about 18 years in which
time she was awarded the Best
Actress award from the Royal Air
Force. She says her hobbies are
‘anything and everything’.

Gill Minshull

Gilly joined VAMPS in January
this year. She was previously a
member of a musical society in
British Forces Germany where she
participated in several musicals
including ‘South Pacific’ and ‘My
Fair Lady’. She has worked on
stage and behind the scenes. Now
a single mum, she enjoys the
change of scene that VAMPS
membership brings.

- |__DonMcKay |




HONG KONG
RESTAURANT

FULLY LICENSED
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Table reservations
(01480) 474016

Take away service
(01480) 473158

Home delivery service
(01480) 403603

THE PAGODA CLUB

(Members Only)

FULLY LICENSED

TV LOUNGE - DANCING and DJ -

Telephone
(01480) 474016

16 MARKET SQUARE, ST.NEOTS,
HUNTINGDON, CAMBS.

ROCK’s

FISH BAR AND RESTAURANT
42 MARKET SQUARE, ST.NEOTS,CAMBS.
OPEN MONDAY to SATURDAY
PARTIES CATERED FOR
Telephone (01480) 472276

Lisa Redman

Lisa joined VAMPS in 1994 and
has been a strong member of our
chorus since her first show
‘Cinderella’. She sang her first
solo in ‘Showstoppers’ last year
and is looking forward to being a
soloist again for this production.

She has two daughters and lists her
hobbies as socialising in the local
hostelries!

Christine Suggars

Christine has been involved in
amateur theatre for 21 years. Her
first VAMPS show was ‘Roaring
into the Thirties’, but her first
leading role was as Lady
Jacqueline in ‘Me and My Girl’.
She has a degree in theatre and
belonged to several drama clubs
prior to joining VAMPS. Christine
works as a press officer for the
Imperial Cancer Research fund.
Her interests include gardening,
chocolate, learning to tap dance
and line dancing.

Louisa Webber

This is Louisa’s fourth production '

with  VAMPS and her second

Showstoppers. She attends Ernulf -

School and enjoys dancing,

playing the violin and singing and

playing in church. She has been
dancing since the age of three with
MJ School of Dance and achieved
gold and silver awards in ballet,
modern and duets at festival level.

Louisa has recently auditioned for |

the National Youth Music Theatre
and is eagerly awaiting a result.

| LisaRedman |-

| Chn'stinefSl»Jggars

-

Louisa Webber
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FORGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
Boilers ¢ Service ¢ Maintenance
Tel: (01480) 880366 or 0802 180124




Your LOCAL bookselling specialist

Remember In St Neots Books‘ihog you’ll find
foorder | great Cl}rlstmas gift ideas for all
Sl t'he family. We have thousands of
for tlt}es to choose fro(lll1 to
Ghrsmas | i every ate snd. [ Tpy pay
SPECIAL
ORDER
SERVICE
@) | Our range of Dorling With our computer
E Kindersley Multimedia links to principal
(@) CD Roms and videos make S“P{’he‘sé Wesan
g7 | choosing a Christmas gift not Blon doliveod
only easy, but exciting too! from stock - usually
(A | We have a comprehensive stock | the very next day!
Q) | and any title may be ordered. ]

ST. NEOTS New Titles

Paperbacks
Hardbacks
Bestsellers
Reference
CD Roms
Childrens
Stationery
Music Books
Book Tokens

>

BOOKSHOP ;.25

01480 408703

Maps & Travel
and much,

5 New Street St Neots much more!

Entry also via Barrett’s Department Store

St Ncots Bookshop is a trading namc of Barrctt’s of St Ncots Limitcd St Ncots Cambs ‘PE19 2BA

SYLVIA BUDD

Curtains & Interior Blinds
FABRICS SUPPLIED

* Curtains made * Tracks made to measure*
* All types of Blinds supplied and fitted *

* E.g. Roller, Vertical, etc *

FAMILY BUSINESS WITH 30 YEARS TRADE EXPERIENCE
TELEPHONE (01767) 310122

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Society wishes to extend grateful thanks to the following:-

Friends of the Society for conducting the raffle and everyone who donated
prizes.

Elders of the United Reformed Church for the use of Pilgrim Hall for
rehearsals.

The Red Cross for their attendance.

All the front of house staff, stewards and programme sellers.

All of the backstage helpers.

Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue Services for fire safety assistance.

The staff of the Priory Centre.

Mr & Mrs Hawkey for allowing us the facilities for set and wardrobe storage.

Our corporate friends for their advertising.



ABOUT THE SOCIETY

VAMPS stands for Variety and Musical
Performing Society. We were

formed in 1962 as the St Neots and
District Operatic Society, but changed our
name in 1993 to reflect the type of
shows we now perform.

Each spring we stage a main production of
a popular musical and in the autumn we
produce a show based on a theme. These
productions are shown at the Priory
Centre and attract audiences of up to
250 people every night.

We are an enthusiastic amateur theatrical
company with over 60 members and
patrons. Members range in age from 13
to 77 years old and most of them live in
and around St Neots but some travel
from as far away as Huntingdon and
Bedford.

We rehearse at the Pilgrim Hall (behind
the United Reformed Church) in St Neots
on Tuesday and Thursday evenings
starting at 7.30pm. If you would like to
join us please contact one of our
committee members detailed below.

Chairman — Don McKay
01480 403487

Patrons Officer — Peggy Maggs
01480 381557

Membership Secretary — Christine Suggars
01480 217110

Past Productions

1962-72 Various Gilbert & Sullivan
Productions
1973 lolanthe
Fiddler on the Roof
1974 Ruddigore
1975 La Belle Helene
1976 The Pirates of Penzance
1997 The Merry Widow
1978 The Mikado
1979 HMS Pinafore
1980 South Pacific
1981 Bless the Bride
1982 Kiss Me Kate
1983 My Fair Lady
1984 Annie Get Your Gun
1985 Oliver
1986 Oklahoma
1987 Showboat
1988 The Pirates of Penzance
Till the Boys Come Home
1989 Half a Sixpence
Roaring into the 30s
1990 The Pajama Game
The 50s and 60s
1991 Guys and Dolls
Scrooge on Broadway
1992 The Boyfriend
30 Years On
1993 Anything Goes
Aladdin
1994 Calamity Jane
Cinderella
1995 Charlie Girl
All Clear St Neots
1996 High Society
The Wizard of Oz
1997 Me and My Girl
Showstoppers
1998 My Fair Lady

The Posy Bowl

Quality Florists
Flower Arrangements & Bouquets made to order

P
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52 St. Neots Road, Eaton Ford, Cambs.
Tel: (01480) 212939

Patrons of the Society

Why not become a patron? You will get one free ticket a year to either our
spring or autumn show (the choice is yours), plus priority booking. In
addition, you will be notified of other VAMPS activities such as coffee evenings
and concerts. Patrons may attend the Society’s Annual General Meeting and
are kept informed of our activities via our newsletter.

There is a minimum annual subscription of £10 to cover costs. If you would
like to become a patron please contact Peggy Maggs, 13 The Green,
Brampton, Cambs. PE18 8RD or Tel: 01480 381557.

SOCIETY OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS

President Jack Allen
Vice-Presidents Bill Berridge, Derek Young
Chairman Don McKay
Vice-Chairman & Treasurer Louisa Hewitt
Secretary Lynn LaPare

Other Committee Members : Katy Breed, Allan Hunt, Martin Inward, Marilyn
Jackson, Ian Jackson, Melanie Jones, Peggy Maggs, Brian Moroney,

Christine Suggars, Pam Swann.

Honorary Members Alana Thackray, Ian Worsfold.




PRODUCTION CREDITS

Direction Ian Worsfold

Musical Direction Alana Thackray OUSE VALLEY

Choreography Ian Worsfold/Jan Webber SPECI ALIST

Production Co-ordinator Allan Hunt

Stage Manager Brian Moroney ANGLING

Lighting Martin Inward

Wardrobe Jenny Jackson

Properties Marilyn Jackson : :

Front of House Bill & Alice Freeman, Friends of the Society Und. 4,25-31 Hugungaon;street,

Promotions Allan Hunt, Don McKay, Phil Cox St. Neots PE19 1BG

Publicity Melanie Jones, thy Bregd Telephone (01480) 386088

Programme Louisa Hewitt

Box Office Peggy Maggs, St Neots Priory Centre "w,. , 0
at a Great Cast

BAND

Electric Piano & Keyboard Alana Thackray

Bass Guitar Andrew Stewart

Guitar Tony Rawson

Keyboard Scott Saunders St NeOts P Iayer S

Drums/Percussion Paul O’Neill

DIARY DATES oo proudly present
Our next production will be Lionel Barts’ ‘Oliver’. This well loved musical Cin de re Ila

contains many favourite songs such as ‘Food Glorious Food’, “Where Is Love?’, |
“You’ve Got To Pick A Pocket Or Two’ and “Who Will Buy?’. "

The show will run from Tuesday 13™ to Saturday 17" April 1999 at St Neots At The Priory Centre in St Neots
f oty Cenie. on 21 to 24™ January 1999

Advance tickets can be ordered from Peggy Maggs on 01480 381557.

Ticket Prices are £5 for adults and £3 for concessions



